BYLAWS

SOCIAL SERVICE TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY COUNCIL
1. Authorization
On June 20, 1979, the Board of Directors of the San Joaquin Council of Governments (SJCOG) approved the formation of a committee to oversee coordination of specialized transportation services. In June of 1980, official Transportation Coordinating Committee Bylaws were adopted. These were completely revised in August of 1984. In the following year the name was changed to the Paratransit Coordinating Committee to more accurately reflect the function of the committee, Section 99238 of the Public Utilities Code, adopted in 1987, established a Social Services Transportation Advisory Council, Bylaws amendments in 1988 and 1989 authorized the PCC to act as the Social Services Transportation Advisory Council, added certain functions (Section 12) and required all members be appointed by the SJCOG Board. In 1991, the bylaws were amended to change the committee’s name to the Social Services Transportation Advisory Council (SSTAC). The new name more accurately reflects the SSTAC’s role as outlined by the Transportation Development Act and provides consistency and a reference point for the SSTAC’s counterparts in other regions.  

2. Purpose 
The goal of the SSTAC is to maintain and improve transportation services to older individuals and people with disabilities of San Joaquin County. This is to be accomplished by coordinating or consolidating services whenever feasible. An action will be judged feasible if it can be shown to be efficient and effective, in terms of overall costs and number of people served, and if quality of service will be maintained or improved. 


For specific SSTAC functions, see Section 12 of these bylaws.

3. Membership
Members of the SSTAC will be appointed by the SJCOG Board during a Board meeting held near the beginning of the fiscal year (June or July). Members shall include a broad representation of social service and transit providers representing seniors, people persons with disabilities, and persons of limited means. Efforts will be made to include geographic and minority representation among the members. Appointments will be for a three-year period. To comply with Section 99238 of the Public Utilities Code, the SSTAC will include the following categories of membership:

A. One representative of potential transit users who is 60 years of age or older. This requirement may be met by one appointment by the County Department on Aging, and/or a Senior Service Agency volunteer San Joaquin County Department of Aging and Community Services.
B. One representative of potential transit users who is persons with disabilities.
C. Two representatives of a local social service provider for seniors, including one representative of a social service transportation provider, if one exists.
D. Two representatives of a local social service provider for persons with disabilities, including one representative of a social service transportation provider, if one exists.
E. One representative of a local social service provider for persons of limited means.
F. Two representatives from the local consolidated transportation service agency, designated pursuant to subdivision (a) of Section 15975 of the Government Code , if one exists, including one representative from an operator, if one exists.

G. The SJCOG Board may appoint additional members in accordance with the procedure prescribed in California Code, PUC 99238 subdivision (b).

In addition, a representative from Caltrans District 10 shall be an ex-officio member of the SSTAC.
4. Voting
A. Official actions of the SSTAC shall be decided by majority vote of the voting members present.
B. Fundamental Composition and Quorum

i. Fundamental Composition: A fundamental composition shall constitute a representative of each of the following categories:

a) Potential transit user Age 60 and older

b) Potential transit users with a disability 

c) Local social service provider for seniors

d) Local social service provider with disabilities

e) Local social service provider for persons of limited means

f) The Consolidated Transportation Services Agency
g) Social service and transit providers
ii. Quorum: A Quorum shall consist of a majority of voting members representing four of the categories that define the fundamental composition. 
C. Eligibility: Any duly appointed SSTAC member shall be eligible to cast one vote. A member is defined as a single or parent agency.  Furthermore, any SSTAC member who has been appointed by virtue of their membership in another organization may select a substitute from that organization to attend and vote in their absence. Ex-officio members shall not have voting power. 

D. Method: Voting will normally be by simultaneous voice vote. However, especially in cases where opinion is not unanimous, the Chair may opt for a roll call vote, at his or her discretion. 

E. Dissenting opinions in a majority (but not unanimous) vote shall be duly noted in the official minutes. Dissenting opinions associated with an official action which results in a recommendation being tendered to the SJCOG Board shall be fully explained when the recommendation is tendered.

5. Mailing List
A. Placement on the mailing list is automatic upon request by any agency, business or organization having a legitimate interest in the stated purpose of the SSTAC.
B. A mandatory minimum attendance shall not be required to maintain an agency’s status on the mailing list. 
C. An update of the mailing list shall be made from time to time. However, no SSTAC member shall be removed from the mailing list without prior written notice. The mailing list shall be made available to any SSTAC or SJCOG Board member upon request. 

6. Officers
A. SSTAC officers shall be Chair, Vice Chair, and a Secretary. The Chair and the Vice Chair shall be elected by the voting members of the SSTAC for a one-year term. The Secretary shall not be elected, but rather will be appointed from the SJCOG staff by the SJCOG Executive Director.

B. In the absence of the Chair and Vice Chair, a temporary Chair, having all the powers and functions of the Chair, shall be elected by a majority vote of the members present and voting. The Secretary shall conduct the election.

C. If the office of Chair becomes vacant during the Chair’s term of office, the Vice Chair shall become Chair for the balance of the term of office and a replacement for the office of Vice Chair shall be elected by roll call vote. 

D. If the office of Vice Chair becomes vacant during the Vice Chair’s term of office, a replacement for the office of Vice Chair shall be elected. 

E. Removal of an officer shall be by unanimous vote of the SSTAC, excluding the votes of the officers.

7. Duties of Officers
A. Chair: The Chair may appoint subcommittees, sign correspondence, approve agenda, conduct elections, and designate his/her responsibility to sign correspondence. The Chair or his/her designee shall report to the SJCOG Board on recommendations of the SSTAC.

B. Vice Chair: In the absence of the Chair the Vice Chair shall assume all powers and duties of the Chair. 

C. Secretary: The Secretary shall keep minutes of all SSTAC meetings, read correspondence at the meetings, prepare SSTAC letters, prepare and distribute meeting notices, agenda announcements, minutes, staff reports, and other materials as directed by the Chair. 

8. Meetings
A. Regular meetings shall be scheduled quarterly, on the first Tuesday of the month, with the option of holding special meetings when needed. The special meetings will be held at the discretion of the Chair in consultation with the Secretary.

B. Regular meetings shall be re-scheduled or canceled at the discretion of the Chair. 

9. Agenda
A. Agenda for each meeting shall be prepared by the Secretary and approved by the Chair. 
B. Agenda must include items referred to the SSTAC by the SJCOG Board. 
C. Agenda will be distributed one week in advance of each meeting. 

10. Minutes
A. Minutes of each meeting will be taken by SJCOG. Minutes will be mailed to members with the following meeting agenda. 
B. Minutes shall be distributed to members of the SJCOG Board upon request. 

11. Communications
A. Official communications shall be in writing and shall be approved by majority vote of members in attendance.

B. Audio and/or visual presentations to the SJCOG Board shall be made by the Chair or his or her designee.

12. Functions of the Committee
A. The Committee will have the following responsibilities:

1. Annually participate in the identification of transit needs.

2. Annually review and recommend action by the SJCOG Board, which finds by resolution, that (a) there are no unmet transit needs, (b) there are no unmet transit needs that are reasonable to meet, or (c) there are no unmet transit needs, including needs that are reasonable to meet. 

3. Advise the SJCOG Board on any other major transit issues, including the coordination and consolidation of specialized transportation services.

4. Provide a forum for members to share information and concerns about existing transportation resources and developments for older individuals and people with disabilities.
B. Specific functions shall include, but not be limited to, technical evaluation of insurance pooling, vehicle pooling, consolidated maintenance, unmet transit needs, and the feasibility of coordinated or consolidated operations. Identification of funding sources and promotion of coordination activities to other agencies shall also be performed.
C. This committee shall review and advise the SJCOG Board on the following:

1. Grant proposals for new paratransit vehicles or systems under the Federal 16(b) (2) program.

2.
Transit allocations under the Transportation Development Act (TDA) for establishment of new systems directed towards the older individuals and people with disabilities especially coordinated or consolidated systems.

D. This committee shall assist the SJCOG in meeting the requirements of California AB 120, the “Social Service Transportation Improvement Act”, which requires coordination of public and private social service transportation systems. Such assistance shall include, but not be limited to, the development of an action plan or work program schedule for the implementation of coordinated or consolidated transportation operations or functions for older individuals and people with disabilities.
E. An annual report on the activities of the SSTAC shall be prepared. The report shall be due by the second meeting of each year.

13. Amendment
These Bylaws may be revised or augmented at any time by majority vote of members in attendance, but only if a complete staff report explaining the proposed revisions is first mailed to all. Bylaw revisions are subject to ratification by the SJCOG Board.

Amend: 8/84; 3/88; 6/89; 8/91; 1/94; 10/03; 08/06; 02/22; 08/22
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