No trespassing is allowed on private
lands under conservation easements
in this program. Public access is not
allowed without landowner consent

The demand for land in our
region is well known. Many of
our towns were built in the center of
the best farmland. Over the next ten
years, the County projects that al-
most 50,000 new housing units will
be built, with a population increase
of over 100,000. Urban expansion
has already been planned and per-
mitted for much of the farmland we
see today, although grading and con-
struction may not begin for a year or
more.

Conservation Easements can be used
to direct development away from the
most productive farmland to the least
productive land. This is often the only
way to protect farms, and the wildlife
habitat they provide, from develop-
ment. After enough regional farmland
has been lost to urban development,
the facilities, suppliers and distribu-
tion networks that support growers
begin to close down. This leaves the
remaining growers who wish to con-
tinue production in an almost impos-
sible situation.

* San Joaquin County 1998 Adopted Land
Use Projections, San Joaquin Council of
Governments

Agricultural conservation easements were recom-
mended as one of ten strategies for preserving
farmland in a July 1998 report on Central Valley agricul-
ture. This report was written by the Agricultural Task
Force for Resource Conservation and Economic Growth
in the Central Valley, a group which includes the Califor-
nia Farm Bureau Federation and other major agricultural
interest groups.

What you can do:

If you think that a conservation easement might be right
for you, your farm, and your family, please call or write for
more information and assistance in pursuing this option.
We will gladly answer any other questions you may have
regarding easements or the San Joaquin County Multi-
Species Habitat Conservation and Open Space Plan.

San Joaquin Council of Governments:

Steven Mayo or staff 209-468-3913

The following organizations can also provide re-
lated information:

Trust for Public Lands*:

Erik Vink 916-557-1673
San Joaquin County Agricultural Commission*:
Vicki Helmar or Scott Hudson 209-468-3300
U.C. Cooperative Extension*:

Theresa Becchetti 209-525-6800
Natural Resources Conservation Service*:

Dave Simpson 209-472-7127 ext. 127

* The organizations listed here are not sponsors of this program,
nor does their inclusion here indicate any endorsement of this
program.

San Joaquin Council of S]JCOG, Ing
Governments
555 East Weber Avenue
Stockton, CA 95202
Phone: 209-468-3913
Fax: 209-468-1084
WWW.Sjcog.org

The
Conservation
Easement
Program

~

g L

of the

San Joaquin County
Multi-Species
Habitat
Conservation
and Open Space
Plan

a joint project of:

San Joaquin Council of
Governments

County of San Joaquin
City of Escalon
City of Lathrop
City of Lodi
City of Manteca
City of Ripon
City of Stockton
City of Tracy
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